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Pakistan questions US desire 






Islamabad troubled by White House 
leaks to press on US aid to rebels 


By Mary Aime-Weaver 
Special to Xte QizistiaD SaenceMonitor 

. New Delhi 

Keports that the IJziited States has .stuped Its aid .to 
Af^ianresistaiK^eiightershaveeznbaixassedPakistaiL . ^ 

^ **The tuning could not have heei^more inappropilate/' ^ 
foreign diplomat .of the W>akR mmtng .out of 

'Washington last week. ^ 

The leaks, which referred .tonccelerated arms deliveries 
to the Pakistan-based guerrillas, cameata time v^tien it ap- 
pears there may be progress in the Geneva talks sponsored 
by the United Nations. Ihe.talksareaimed.at forging a politi- 
cal settlement of the war in Atghazustan. 

‘It either portends total American insensitivity,” said the 
forei gn dmiomat concerning the leaks, Vor more Machiavel- 
lian motives were involved. It’s long been recognized that 
there are voices within the American administration which 
have never supported the Geneva dialogue.” 

Despite the caution voiced by diplomatic officials, more 
and more straws are fl 3 nng in the wind that progress was 
registered in Geneva in the April round of indir^t talks be- 
tween the Soviet-backed regime in Afghanistan and Paki- 
stan. And it appears that both sides — essentially the Soviets 
and tbe Pakistanis - have begun preparing the groundwork 
for what could be a final settlement on the Soviet occupation 
of Afghanistan. 

ITwo leading Afghan rebel leaders have denounced the 
UN-sponsored talks, according to Reuters. “Our jihad (holy 
war) does not rely on Pakistan or any other countries,” 
Maulvi Younis Khales, bead of tbe rebel group Hezb^-lslami, 
said. ‘"Unless we are in tbe n^otxations the efforts are -use- 
less.” be saicL] 

Moscow has long been pressuring tbe Pakistani govern- , 
roent to halt tbe flow of communications equipment, sup- 
pbes, and arms through Pakistan’s dusty frontier town of : 
Peshawar ^ where six Afghan resistance organizations are 
based - then through tbe Kb 3 d>er Passand tbe tribal terri- • 
tories into Afghanistan. Tbe Kremlin has also protested tbe , 
use of Peshawar, and Pakistan’s mq>atrolled tr^>altracts, as i 
staging areas for mujahideen attacks. 

Thus, it does not seem a coincidence, to d4>lomatic ob- 
servers here, that the 'White Bouse leak foUowed an early 
April directive from the Pakistan rgovenunent to the 
mujahideen. The directive said the resistance ,groups must ^ 
move their headquarters out of Peshawar and be di^>ersed 
along tbe Afghan frontier. 

No deadline was setby the Islamabad govemment, but as 
the war of covertactioD wenton, Moscow re^>ODded with its 
own leakage from Kabul over tbe weekend. According to a 
report of an official Indian news-agency, tbe dispersal of tbe 
Af gh a n refugees would coincide ^th a Withdrawal of Soviet 
forces from tbe Pakistani border, and their redeployment in 
tbe interior of Afgh anistan ' I 


Tbe simultaneous withdrawal of toibe^ 

United News of India report, was '^‘virtualiy settled” in Ge-“ 
neva. September was given as thetentative b^imiixig 

According to diplomatic officials closely momtoringlbe ^ 
Geneva ta lks , such a diQ>ersal would create 'the deazdlita- 1 
rized zone that the Soviets aou^it^ ^^Getieva,^ .cosdai^ 
s a m ta in e. Tbe Bed Army and the beleaguered Afghanufciw^f f^ . 
could begin Ibeir withdrawal throuai;sucb 

difULrmMi nafiioAAc m .... - 


Stan andlian. ^ 

It may 'be willful thinking, but «veiLcaiitaous.dt^^ 
agr^'fiiatltcould portend a breaktbrnpgh ^ and ooeaiioc^ 
building block In^lace for an eventuai} Soviet withdcawid: 

fromAf^aanistanr - 

fin a Sunday press conference/^bowever, G^iera} Ziaibs- 
missed reports that Soviet trtx^s-wcHiM i ri t bdr a w irum AI-^ 
ghanistan’s border areas by summer’s end, according to 
Reuters. “There.is jio confzrmatioDat all of sadb news,’^ he 
said, “and according to me it is aD propaganda.”) 

There are other elements to a posszblrsettleEQeiitas well. ^ 
- _Accqn^^ to weekend reports from Pe^w^rtbe Soviet 


- Army - to an UDpreeedCTted'milfiil^ n^^ agned a~ 
fruce wiUi ite jWDy^jjgiri.xoaninanrter jot Jtbe rtottbenf 
; Panjsfalr -Valtey. LMimwa^faiab Maaong. !nie.:tmce.'<irtiii* 
came after three weeks of jmeosive fighting, will r^Nutedly 
include a wOhdrawal of Soviet forces Iran key areas of the 
valley, through which the main ii^way passes mrm»..KT.p 
tbe Soviet Union and Kabul. . v r. 'r 


And fbe beleaguered Afghan regime of Babrak Karmal, 
which does nothing without Moscow^s advice and *scq^>ort 
qui^ly expelled the sons of Pakistan’s late Prime Itfinister 
Zuifikar Ali Bhutto from Kabul lastwedk, obviously-attempt- 
ing to remove another irritant in Its relafionswia Pakistan.' ' 

Since 1980, tbe brothers, Murtaza and Rhab Nawaz^Bbutto, | 
have used tbe Af^xan capital as headquarters for'tbe “Al- ^ 
Zui fikar ” terrorist group, and from there directed the ' 
•group’s bo mbings , arson, a jeUiner hijacking, and attempted ! 
assassinations inside Paingt^ n r.. ; 

[In a related development. tbe-Ai^han govomiDent ex- 
pelled aaenior US diplomat, PeterGraham; from Ite-Azneri- 
can embassy in Kabul - tbe first -such ei^HxlsioD order 
against an American since tbe Soviet occupation in 
expuisioD^oUows the recent arrest of a bozen of tbe USom-: 
bassy’s Afghan employees. In retaliation, the US State De- 
partment annouDci^ Monday that It has ordered '-the 
expulsion of a diplomat from Afghanistan’s Washington 
embassy j , :: i.- : 

For its part the Pakistani government — as diplomats 
assembled in tbe ornate splendor of Geneva’s Grand Palais 
—gave warning to five mujahideen new^xapers in Peshawar 
that all articles must hence-fortb be submitted for censorship 
or tbe papers would have to close. Tbe five new^x^pers al- 
most immediately stopped their presses. 

Whether or not tbe mujahideen will accept such Testric- 

tions. including di^^ersal of their headquarters into tbe tribal 

tracts, is probi&natic. It is also of crucial importance for 
Pakistan. MMy of tbe r^l groups are concerned that if 
dispersed their usefulness as arms conduits to guerrillas in- 
side Af gh a ni sta n will be weakened and tbeir contact with 
visiting dignitaries and the foreign press will be restricted . 
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